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State and district of Himachal Pradesh

Literal Meaning:- The word ‘Himachal’ is made up of the words ‘Him’ and ‘Achal’. Him
means snow and Achal means mountain, that is, Himachal is a mountain surrounded by
snow.

Geographical location: — Himachal Pradesh is situated in the western Himalayan
mountain range. The boundaries of Himachal Pradesh are 1170 km, which is bordered
by Haryana and Uttarakhand in the south, Jammu and Kashmir in the north, Punjab in
the west and Tibet (China) in the east.

Area and Population:- The total area of Himachal Pradesh is 55,673 square
kilometers. It is 1.7% of the country’s area. In terms of area, this state ranks 17th among
the states of the country. According to the 2011 census, the population of Himachal
Pradesh is 68,56,509. This is 0.57% of the country’s population. In terms of population,
it is at 21st place in the country.

Formation of Himachal Pradesh:- Himachal Pradesh has been formed on 15 April
1948 by merging 30 small and big princely states. He was the Chief Commissioner of
Himachal Pradesh from 1948 to 1951. From 1951 to 1956, Himachal Pradesh was
made a ‘C’ category state. From 1956 to 1971, Himachal Pradesh was made a union
territory. Finally, on January 25, 1971, it was granted full statehood and became the
18th state of the country.

Rivers:- Mainly 5 rivers flow in Himachal Pradesh namely Chenab, Ravi, Beas, Sutlej
and Yamuna, out of which Sutlej is considered to be the longest river of Himachal
Pradesh and Yamuna is considered to be the shortest river of Himachal Pradesh. On
the basis of water storage or water density, Chenab is the largest river of Himachal
Pradesh.

Districts:- There are 12 districts in Himachal Pradesh and each district has its own
importance. Kangra district is the largest on the basis of population, then Lahaul-Spiti on
the basis of area. Sirmour is the southernmost district of Himachal Pradesh, then
Kinnaur is located in the east, Chamba and Lahaul-Spiti are located in the north, and
Kullu and Mandi are located in the middle. Hamirpur, Bilaspur, Una and Kangra are
situated in the western part of Himachal Pradesh.
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